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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.——Jeremiah, vy. 1. 
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SUBMISSION TO THE WILL OF 
GOD. 

It is necessary that we should be 
willing to suffer, as well as to do, the 
will of God, tor, agreeable to the Apos- 
tle, we must first suffer, before we can 
reign with Christ. Suffering. indeed, 
is the first step in the way of advancing 
to a new and better condition, since 
Zion, which means drought, a heap, 
looking-glasses, tomb, sepulchre, mo- 
nument, and raised up, is always men- 
tioned before Jerusalem, which means 
vision of peace. We must die to all 
our present life, and be as in a tomb 
or sepulchre for a time, before we shall 
rise by the pouyr of God to that new 
life in which alone we can serve tiie 
Lord aright, and enjoy that true rest 
which remaineth to the people of God. 
Let us therefore suffer patiently, and 
without murmuring or complaining, on 
account of any ill treatment or usage 
we may receive from any one, and our 
release and redemption from suffering 
will sooner be accomplished—for we 
shall have to remain in a state of suf- 
fering, till we become what the Apos- 
tle calls dead—that is, dead to the life 
we now have, witi all its desires, anxi- 
elies, hopes, expectations, &c. 

Now when a person is dead, his pains 
and sufferings cease. Make a thrust 
at him, or pierce him with a sword or 
spear, he heeds, he feels it not. Spite- 
ful, bitter, and slanderous words, are 
called swords and spears. And what 
deep pain and suffering do they cause 
to those whose life and happiness con- 
sist in the honour, esteem, and friend- 
ship of this world? But if a person be 
dead to the honour, esteem, and friend- 
ship which come from this world, and 
is alive to, and concerned for that hon- 


Vou. XIV.—2 






















































our and approbation which come from 
God only, what is thought, spoken, or 
said respecting him will produce no 
pain or suffering in his mind—he re- 
gards it not. Each one, therefore, may 
know his true state, and whether or 
not he is yet dead to that life which alk 
the wicked possess, and which causes 
them to be so very sensitive, and so 
much pained if any thing disparaging or 
bad is said about them. What, indeed, 
causes persons to feel so much pain 
and distress when any thing is said 
against them, but that pride and love 
of fame which now abound in mankind 
—producing in them an anxious de- 
sire to have a good name, and to be 
highly esteemed among men—instead : a 
of being satisfied, (as they should be,) 4 
with being sincere and upright towards a 
God. She 

Was Christ pained and distressed 
because he was made of no reputation, a 
and all manner of evil was said against te | 
him ? He was called Beelzebub, a glut- Pes 
tonous man, and a wine-bibber, a sin- 4 
ner, a liar, mad, &c. and was perse- if, 
cuted in every way that malice could tm 
devise. Yethe was not moved or dis- Kit 
turbed by these things. “ When he i 
was reviled, he reviled not again; when iit 
he sufiered, he threatened not; but a 
committed himself to him that judgeth 
righteously’’—leaving his cause in the 
hands of Him whose will he came to do 
and to fulfil, and to do and fulfil which 
was his meat and drink, his only con- 
cerne And must we not become like 
unto him in these respects, if we ever 
expect to reign with him in that king- 
dom of righteousness and peace he is 
about to set up, to supplant and over- 
throw allthe authorities and kingdoms 
that are now in the world. 
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be perfect and entire, wanting nothing, 


—-— 


We are expressly told, if we would 


we must let patience hare her perfect 
work. This Christ did, and herein was 
he * perfected,’’—or the end for which 
he came into the world was finished, | 
and a full manifestation was made of: 
his perfection.* ‘The same patience 








‘ . o> | 
*Christ, when about to suffer, said, 
Luke xiii. 32, ** 1 do cures to-day, and to- 


morrow, and the third day I shall be per-. hid with Christ in God. 
fected,”—alluding to the time when he 


should suffer. And truly, for one to suffer 
such unjust and cruel treatment as Christ 
endured, with entire patience and resig- 
nation, and in the midst of that treatment 
to possess such benevolence as even to 
pray for those that inflicted it, was a ma- 
nifestation of character and principle the 
world had never seen before. None else 
having flesh and blood will ever fully reach 
this height. Therefore, he is ‘* the first- 
born of every creature” in this perfection 
of character under sufferings, as well as in 
every thing else that can adorn and glorify 
an intelligent being, and is made ‘higher 
than the kings of the earth.”? Let every 
one approach as nigh to Christ in patience 
and resignation in the time of their suffer- 
ings, as possible; since upon this, every) 
tain before us in patient suffering, and in 
the glory which patience under sufferings 
will at length bring to every one. 


thing seems to depend. Christ is the cap- because the time for the attainment of 


ject, Hebrews, ii. 9—11, says: ** We see 
Jesus, who was made a little lower than 
the angels [by coming in the likeness of 
sinful flesh,] fo. the suffering of death, 
crowned with glory and honour. For it 


THE REFORMER 





Ls ——o. 


under sufferings we also should seek 
to exercise, In every case and under 
all circumstances. And if we do this, 
in due time we shall be delivered from 
all our suflerings—even as soon as itis 
best, we should be delivered from them; 
and that is, when that complete death 
is produced, which we all so much 





became him, for whom are all things, and 


by whom are all things, in bringing many 


sons unto glory [through sufferings also, } | 


to make the captain of their salvation per- 
fect through sufferings. For both he that 
sanctifieth, and they whoare sanctified are 
all one, (Christ having taken upon him the 


| 
! 


nature of man,] for which cause he is not! 


ashamed to call them brethren.” Again, 


Philippians, ii. 8—11, ** And being found | be justly termed a crucifixion, and the old 
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself | man or failen nature is dead—for the old 


and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross. Wherefore, God also 
hath highly exalted him, and given him a_ 
name which is above every name. That, 
at the name of Jesus every knee should | 
bow,-—of things in heaven, and things in| 
earth, and things under the earth: And 
that every tongue should confess, that Je- 


| a. 4 : 
: ; , | Wi é Sse€ss ; 
The Apostle, in speaking on this sub-| vait for it, and ews their souls in 


need, in order to enjoy that true hap- 
-piness and peace that can arise only 
from being dead, and having our life 
See Colos- 
sians, il. 3. 

| Now the death of Christ was by cru- 
cifixion; and our death to this world 
will be effected only by a crucifixion 
of all our hopes, joys, prospects, and 
feelings of a seifish and worldly nature. 
—We must know the fellowship of 
Christ's sufferings, by an actual expe- 
rience ourselves of very great suffer- 
‘ings, even unto the death of all that is 
| naturally desirable to us, before we can 
j attain unto that resurrection from all 
| sin and state of perfection, of which 
the Apostle speaks, and unto which he 
| acknowledged he had not attained.— 


'Nor, indeed, could he attain unto it, 


this higher state had not then come; 
but it soon will come to all those who 


patience under the trials which they 
will first have to endure. In the third 
heaven, the Apostle had a sight of that 





sus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.” 

The same Apostle speaks of believers in 
Christ, as “* heirs of God, and joint-heirs 
with Christ;” but plainly intimates, we 
must suffer with him, before we shall ‘be 
also glorified together” or with bim.— 
None will ever reach this glorious condi- 
tion, therefore, till they undergo what may 





man, with his deeds, can never be glorifi- 
ed; nor can he ever do any thing but dis- 
honour himself and Christ, and therefore 
ought to be crucified, though it will be a 
suffering time when this takes place, and 
none can know any thing about it till they 
experience it, and then they will never 





forget it or be ignorant of what it is. 
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tell. 

There is set before us in the New 
Testament, for our remembrance and 
imitation, an account of the manner in 


which Christ drank the bitter cup of 


suffering and agony appointed unto 
him, with the state of his mind and 
feelings in that trying time. And here 
it may be observed, that a sight and 
sense of suffering, before its actual ar- 
rival, is always the most overwhelm- 
ing and the hardest to be sustained. 


Accordingly, in the case of Christ, we 
read, that under a sight and sense of 


what lay before him, he began to be// to this tree of life, or seek to become 


sore amazed, sorrowful and very heavy, 
and said to the few disciples that were 
with him; ** My soul is exceeding sor- 
rowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, 
and watch with me. And he went a 
little further, and fell on his face, and 
prayed, saying, O Father, if it be pos- 
sible, let this cup pass from me! ne- 
vertheless, not as I will but as thou 
wilt.””. And again he prayed, “ O my 
Father, if this cup may not pass away 
from me, except I drink it, thy will be 
done.’’ By the foregoing we perceive 
that to suffer the will of God in some 
cases, is trying to flesh and blood, in 
the extreme, since even Christ himself 
is heard to say, ** my soul is exceeding 
sorrowful, even untodeath.”’ But be- 
hold the glory, the honor and the bless- 
ings which followed from Christ's suf- 
ferings. And if any can suffer the will 
of God in the most trying cases, with 
such resignation, as to say, under every 
circumstance, thy will be done, none 
can conceive the glory, honour, and 
blessedness that will afterwards re- 
dound to them, and to all who thus en- 
dure sufferings. 

As stated before, we must first suf- 
fer, if we would ever reign with Christ. 
There is no other way we can come 
to the enjoyment of that happiness 
which man has lost, and to that rest 
which remaineth to the people of God, 
but through sufferings. The fallen na- 


——— ee 


can have a new life of 
righteousness, holiness, and peace.— 
And death does not take place but only 
through great suffering and pain. To 
_ present this subject under another view, 
no less illustrative of its nature and 
| character, we observe,—If we ever at- 
tain unto the tree of life, from which 
man was excluded through sin, we 
| must be content to pass by the cheru- 
bims or angels of righteous judgment, 
and encounter the flaming sword which 
turneth every way, to keep the way of 
the tree of life from all in whom is any 
thing of an unrighteous or sinful na- 
i; ture. As we approach the entrance 


before man 










truly right, the flaming and penetrating 
sword of immaculate purity and righte- 
ousness, will strike and cut against 
each and every sin and sinful disposi- 
ion inus. For this flaming sword is 
nothing more or Jess than, or is Jike 
unto, “the word of God,’’ which, the 
apostle tells us, “is quick,and powerful, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.”? A 
severe and blessed work truly when it 
comes to the joints and marrow, for 
the old man of sin cannot live long un- 
der the wreathing operation of such a 
work. 

Let us consider, therefore, that as 
severe as may be the operation of this 
‘flaming sword, or word of God, it is 
designed only to destroy that life which 
} man became possessed of when he fell 
' by transgression, and the continuance 
of which alone excludes him from the 
| tree of life, and all the benefits, bless- 
‘ings and happiness to be derived from 
it. When the present life of sin is fully 
| destroyed, or the workings of the fallen 
life cease, and Christ, or ‘ the new 
'man, which, after God, is created in 
_riohteousness and true holiness,’’ does 
all, ian will again have an entrance 
to the tree of life, and can pass and re- 
pass the flaming sword, without feel- 
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ting strokes. For it cannot touch any 
thing else but sin, and it would never 
have been felt by man had not sin en- 


tered into the world and produced a| 
life in opposition to the divine will, and | 
a mind that is carnal and enmity against | 
God. Truly, then, we ought to rejoice | 


m the inflictions caused by this flaming 
sword, however keen and piercing its 
strokes may be to us—for it can only 
slay what ought, and must be slain, be- 
fore we can enter again the paradisical 
state, or come into the enjoyment of 
true rest and peace. 

But to conclude. If provision could 
not be made for man’s salvation, or in 
other words, if the harmony of the di- 
vine attributes could not be preserved 
or remain unsullied by saving sinful 
men, without such sufferings as Christ 
endured, as actually was the case, shall 
we complain of that smaller portion of 
sufferings necessary for us to endure 
before we can enjoy the full benefit of 
Christ’s sufferings, or reign with him 
in that kingdom he is now about to set 
up? Let us not beso unreasonable and 
ungrateful, as to find fault and murmur 
at our suilerings, seeing they are but 
light in comparison to those Christ en- 
dured for our sakes. For besides the 
infinitely greater sufferings that Christ 
endured, they were not for himself.— 
The prophet Daniel tells us, he was 
cut off, but not for himself. Nor did 
he suffer for his own transgressions.— 
Not so with us. All we shall suffer 


will be more than merited and deserv- | 
ed; and as the prophet Jeremiah has) 
said, “wherefore doth a living man | 
complain, a man for the punishment of 


his sins.”’ Besides, further, Christ suf- 


fered willingly, and might have avoided 
his sufferings. But how little willing- 
ness has ever been found in us to suffer? 
Have we not rather strove, in every 
way, to avoid suffering, however de- 
serving of it we might be. And when 
we could not avoid it, how reluctant 
have we been to suffer—and how often 
have we been ready to complain, if not 
directly against God, at least against 
his providence towards us in permitting 
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our sufferings, as well as against the 
instruments which inflicted sufferings 
on us, and thought the sufferings allot. 
ted to us very hard if not undeserved? 
Can this be any thing else than rebel- 
lion against God? Let us henceforth 
think better in respect to these things, 
and endeavour, through divine assist- 
ance, (for we can do nothing of our- 
selves) to act more consistent with our 
condition and our duty, and our trou- 
bles and afflictions will much sooner 
come to an end. And, indeed, they 
will end, or very soon end, when from 
the heart we are bronght to say, like 
Christ, **not as I will, but as thou 
wilt.”” There is, then, reconciliation 
with God through Christ, and we shall 
be permitted to enter into his new 
kingdom of righteousness and peace, 
soon to be established in the hearts of 
men, and at length extend over all the 
earth. 


—_—-—-— — 


SUCH THINGS ARE. 

A dream and vision which the wn- 
ter had some months since, it is believ- 
ed proper here to make known, as 
they seem of a nature calculated to 
call attention to some very unaccount- 
able things now taking place in this 
country, an explanation of which may 
prove useful. 

Soon after daylight, the writerawoke, 
having had the following dream. He 
thought he saw something at first small 
and round, much in appearance like a 
pea, running out from under a small 
bureau, and carrying with it a consid- 
erable sized cord or thread—so large 
indeed, that he wondered that a thing 
so small could do it, the cord or thread 
being run out with great quickness.— 
Presently the thing changed into a ser- 
pent, of a peculiar kind, and not easily 
to be described. It had several branch- 
es, united at the centre, each branch 
about a foot long. Alt the parts of it 
were square, resembling square bars 
of iron, about an inch square. It was 
entirely white, and its different heads, 
were like the ends of square rods of 
iron, made white by extreme heat. It 
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had the quickest motions, in all its va- 
rious parts, of any thing he had ever 


seen, and would run up on individuals: 


with the quickness of lightning, (so as 
not to be hindered from doing so,) and 
he saw it run up on different individu- 


als, and also exercise its motions which. 
were constant but irregular, around| 
the legs of achair. He thought it was’ 


a serpent, and it struck the writer's 
mind whether it could bite. But it ma- 
nifested no disposition to bite, and none 
seemed to be afraid of it, or attempted 
to prevent it from running up on them. 

On awaking, the writer was exer- 
cised in thought what might be the 
meaning of the dream. While thus 
thinking, and wide awake as he ever 
was, suddenly he had a vision. He 
thought his wife went down to the front 
door, and brought up a letter from 
some person in the country. He was 
not aware what person, and the letter 
was written in a plain common hand 
writing, such as he often receives from 
persons in the country. He took the 
letter and hastily run over its contents, 
which were to this effect. 

About two years ago I came to this 
city, and a bor was broke upon my 
head, that run down over my beard, and 
down to the skirts of my garments.’’* 

The vision ended. Not aware that 
he had had a vision, but supposing 
(from the circumstance of knowing 
himself to be awake at the time) that 
it was a reality, he began to search for 
the letter, but there was none. He was 
then much surprised, and wondered 
what it could mean. Immediately it 
was explained to him, and he was 
given to see, that the dream and vision 
referred to the same thing, or rather 





* It is a little remarkable, that though 
the letter covered nearly a whole side 
of common writing paper, with the usual 
sized letters and nearness of lines as let- 
ters generally, and he appeared to run over 
the whole contents; yet he read only the 
words above, which appeared to embrace 
all, when, from the quantity of writing, 
there would seem to be seven or eight 
times more than is contained in those 
words. 


—- —y 


were intended to set forth a cause and 
its effects, as will now be stated. 

The white serpent, running up on 
individuals, represents the adversary of 
man’s happiness, who is now permitted 
to try men in a manner beyond what 
they have ever been tried before, in 
the course of which trial, whatever is 
in them will he brought to light, and it 
will be made fully manifest what they 
really are. ‘This is dene by means of 
falsifying things, or presenting wrong 
| views to people’s minds—causing them 

to see things as truths and realities, 
which, for the most part, have no ex- 
‘istence except in their imagination.—- 
It is indeed a fulfilment of the follow- 
ing passage in Isaiah, chapter xxx. 28, 
\“* There shall be a bridle in the jaws 
of the people, causing them to err.”’-— 
'Of course they will err. For when 
people see wrong, they will act wrong, 
and may be honest and sincere in so 
acting: and if honest and sincere, they 
will contract no guilt on their con- 
sciences, however men may judge of 
them. ‘The consequences of this trial, 
however, will be, to destroy all harmo- 
ny in society, and cause people to look 
‘upon each other asenemies. At first, 
indeed, they will consider some their 
friends, that are their enemies, and will 
view others their enemies that are their 
friends. They will also believe many to 
be doing entirely wrong, and what is 
worse, it will appear so evidently wrong 
to themselves, that they will think the 
persons must know it to be wrong also, 
when at the same time they may be 
acting with the purest and best inten- 
tions. They will believe others are 
acting right, and from good intentions, 
when it is quite the reverse. ‘Thus con- 
fidence between man and man will be- 
come more and more destroyed, and 
mankind will be turned against each 
other. Each will have an equally false 
view of the other, and an entire rend- 
ing asunder and dissolving of brotherly 
affection and kindness will take place, 


with all their distressing effects. 
Take notice, that this city, Philadel- 

















phia, means “ brotherly love, love to 









































































































































~ —pows a — = ~- = = 
Sra Sees eS ek Ce 
—_ > Be eas ee > 
- -* ss = ~ - Lee > > 4 
- 











Soros 




















Tea Lo 
=% -~ = ec 


oye 














_———_ - 

















Pe. se ee TS 
hes 


= tao r= ~ 














: 5 re os 
<< sae 





7s er Se 
=. a oe ee 
a 






























































‘ 
4 
. 
7 


ws 








22 THE REFORMER 





the brother or of the fraternity;’’ and| 
the letter stated “about two years ago 
1 came to this city,’ or in accordance: 
with the meaning, came to this * bro- 
therly love’ throughout our country, 
(for it refers to the whole country, ) 
‘and a box was broke upon my 
head,’ &c. The bor here spoken of 
broken upon the bead, represents that 
which is directly the opposite of the 
precious ointment upon the head, re- 
presenting brotherly unity, in the fol- 
lowing words, Psalms, exxniit. 

‘* Behold, how good and how plea- 
sant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity: it is like the precious ointment 
upon the head, that run down upon the 
beard, even Aaron's beard; that went 
down to the skirts of his garments.” 

There can be none of this brotherly 
unity while these falsifications of the 
serpent continue to be made upon the 
minds of men—for they are made to 
view each other in a false light, and to 
misjudge each other's character, mo- 
tives, and intentions. ‘Things having 
no reality but in their imagination, are 
presented to them, and are made to 
appear as real and certain as the sun 
at noon day, without any power on 
their part to seedifferently. And having 
all the appearance of reality, through 


the falsifications of this serpent, they | 


produce upon the mind and feelings of 
the individuals, the same effects as if 
they were real. 

This work of falsification, therefore, 
which the serpent is now permitted to 
make on people’s minds, will cause 
them to be exceedingly tried with each 


other, and call into action and exercise | 


every passion and feeling that lurks 
within them, and which may have been 
dormant or inactive before. If any 
wrong feelings exist in the heart, or 
are not wholly destroyed out of it, they 
will, under these falsifications be brought 
into action, and be revealed by their 
conduct towards those they misjudge, 
and view in a wrong light. 

We see, indeed, how this work is 
now going on in this country, and it 
will no doubt continue to go on more 
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nan 


and more, sometimes in one thing and 
sometimes in another, each viewin 
the other party wholly in a false light, 
‘tllit has produced, in more respects 
than one, the most dire effects, not only 
| in the case of individuals, but through- 
out society in general. ‘There are good, 
honest, and well intentioned men in 
| each of the political parties nowin our 
country, that cannot see things in a dif. 
| 





ferent light than they do: yet see the 
| spirit of bitterness and animosity which 
‘| is manifested one towards another, and 

the injustice done to one another— 
Most of them are made to view things 
jas they do by a power they cannot 
iW ithstand, ‘for the power of this ser- 
| pent to falsify things to them is beyond 
their control,) and each, in general, is 
confident that he sees things in a cor- 
rect light. Look, for instance, at the 
opinions Which thousands have respect- 
ing the Presidentof these United States, 
| Nothing can make them believe that 
| 
| 
| 


he acts with good and pure intentions, 

which is certainly the case. Yet what 
| would be the use to attempt to con- 
| vince many of this truth. Man has no 
] power to do this, because a contrary 
|| opinion has been produced in them by 
ja power stronger than that of man, 
| and that cannot be removed by man, 
The same work of falsification, with its 
attendant effects, is going on in reli 
| gious society, and among friends and 
relations, separating and rending asun- 

der, all the ties of friendship and kind 
'| feelings heretofore existing. 
| This work of falsification, both in 
| regard to the nation and to individuals, 
has by no means yet come to a termt- 
nation, and it will be witnessed here- 
after, in a much more awful and appal- 
ling character than it has yet been, 
even beyond the power of language to 
describe. For it will begin with the 
best and more principled first, and end 
with the unrighteous and wicked, when 
its effects will be of the most tremen- 
dous and distressing kind, even to the 
destruction of each other. For the bet- 
ter portion of mankind having had their 
baptism in the river of judgment, (Jor: 
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‘The 
sufferings of such, therefore, will only 
be a baptism of sufferings unto repen- 
tance, not unto their destruction. And 
truly, the baptism of sufferings they 
will endure, will bring them thorough- 
ly to turn to the Lord, and to put their 
trust in him as their only deliverer; 
and under his protection and guardian- 
ship they will be safe, and free from 
harm, * when it shall hail,coming down 
on the forest” of the wicked, whom it 
will lay ** low ina low place.”’ For the 
bridle in the jaws of the wicked, when 
it reaches them, will cause them so to 
err, as to destroy one another—and in 
this way, those that cannot be brought 
to repentance and amendment, will be 
cut off, and the righteous, inoffensive, 
and meek only, will be left to inherit 
the earth. We are therefore only en- 
tering upon the beginning of troubles 








to this country, and to every individual | 


in it—and those who have not already 
put their trust and confidence in God 
alone, will be brought to see the neces- | 
sity of having it placed there before) 
very long. 

It may be asked, Why has the Lord, 
permitted such an event to take place, 
or allowed the enemy thus to act to- 
wards men? ‘T’o this it may be answer- 
ed; it is to try and prove them, as Job 
was tried and proved. For satan truly 
knows how to try and prove men, and 
make a full manifestation of every thing 
that is in them. And in trying Job, if 
he did not find selfishness in serving | 
God in him, as he no doubt expected, | 
he found in him want of patience and 
resignation in cursing the day he was 
born, and too much anxiety to vindi- 
cate himself. And in trying and sifting 
Peter, he made it manifest how little 
firmness and stability he possessed, not- 
withstanding all his confidence in him- 
self. And just so in the trial with 
which satan is now permitted to try 
men, he will make it manifest what 
every one truly is, and call into action 
and reveal whatever is in any one. It 
cannot be hid or concealed under the 
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trial he puts upon them; for satan 
knows how to bring it out and make it 
appear. Such as are truly good, and 
of a Christian spirit, if made to believe 
the worst of any one, and actually 
made to suffer the worst from any one, 
cannot be brought to do him the least 
injury, or seek to retaliate on him in 
any way for the most unjust treatment. 
But those destitute of sucha spirit, un- 
der this trial, will show forth the roots 
of bitterness and ill-will that are in 
them in such a manner, as to make 
it manifest to all who know what a 
Christian spirit is, that they have never 
learned of Christ, and have neither part 
nor lot with his true people. 
The cup of suffering and trial of 
which our Saviour partook, was the 
| work of satan. Hence Christ said, just 
before his sufferings, ** The prince of 
this world cometh, [to make his last 
great trial,] and hath nothing in me;”’ 
that is, has nothing to bring out to show 
to my disadvantage. Again, he said, 
when they took him, * this is your hour 
and the power of darkness.”’ And truly 
they were now permitted to exercise 
all their strength and force. The trial 
also, which we have now to pass 
through, is the work of satan, and was 
typified by the cup given by Christ to 
his disciples. It is intended for a cup 
or trial of blessing, and it will so prove 
‘to all those who partake of and endure 
it aright. But it will be a cup or trial 
bringing condemnation, and a final re- 
jection from a participation in that 
kingdom Christ is now about to set up, 
to those who partake of it in an un- 
worthy manner, by not discerning and 
remembering how Christ endured his 
sufferings, and endeavouring to imitate 
his example. Therefore, such as under 
this trial eat of the devil's table, as the 
Apostle speaks, by indulging a bitter 
and improper spirit, and yielding to 
wrong and hostile feelings on account 
of the sufferings and treatment they 
will endure, (as they will be strongly 
tempted to do,) these will experience 
a decay and destruction of whatever is 
good in them, and become at length 
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more like devils than men. While on |{If not a sparrow falleth on the ground 
the other hand, those who in the time || without the Father, certainly no im- 
of this great and severe trial, bear all || portant event in a man’s life can take 


thinys 


patiently, and under every || place, without the special notice and 


wrong and injury, or supposed wrong || permission of God, and an unwilling. 


and injury done them, follow the exam- 


stn: : ' ace 
ple of Christ in the trme oft his trial | 


and sufferings, will grow up into him 
their head beyond what they have ever 
before attained, rise to an entire new 
life, and be vessels of honour fit for 
the Master's use in the new and glori- 
ous building now about to be esta- 
blished. 

In numerous cases, great and alarm- 
ing fears are produced in_ persons 
through the same falsifications of this 
serpent, which the individuals have no 
power to prevent or to remove. l’or 
they are made to see destruction im- 
pending over them in different ways, 
and by various things, with a clear- 


ness which nothing can withstand ; | 


though none but themselves can see 
any cause for fear or alarm. To them, 


however, all has the appearance of 


reality and certainty, and produces all 
the mental suffering and agony the 
things would were they real. ‘This kind 
of trial, tests and brings to light their 
want of trust and confidence in God, 
or serves to show them how unprepar- 
ed they are to say, ** thy will be done.”’ 
And under it, they will find how little 
real dependance they have on the Lord, 
and in his ability to protect and save 
them—or else they must see they are 
by no means willing that his will re- 
specting them should be done. For, 
from one or other of these causes, all 
their sufferings must arise. The ad- 
versary, therefore, is permitted to try 
many in this way, to prove their want 
of resignation, and how little they are 
disposed to say, ‘thy will be done’’— 
or else, to make manifest that they do 
not believe that the Lord is able to 
guard and protect them. Were not 
one or other of these the case, how 
could they be moved or distressed on 
account of any threatened or supposed 
dangers, or any dreadful events they 
are made to see hanging over them ? 


} 


ness to meet such event, or to submit 
to it, shows want of resignation, and is 
as rebellion against God. 

But as great as are the various trials 
with which satan is now permitted to 
try men, uprightness of intention and 
a disposition to say, ** thy will be done,” 
will bring the sufferer under them safe 
through all, and he will come out from 
the fiery and searching operation of 
these trials, more fully purified and re- 
deemed, than now enters into the 
heart to conceive. Tor all things, and 
even these falsifications, will work to- 
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or wrong representations. 











gether for good to those that love God, 
and cleave to him as their only sanc- 
tuary of strength and protection. 
‘Take notice further, that none ap- 
peared to be afraid of this serpent, or 
showed any unwillingness that he should 
run up on them. And so we find it to 
be the case. None are afraid or un- 
willing to receive these falsifications, 
And, in- 
deed, how can they do otherwise than 
be willing to receive them; since the 
representations have all the appear- 
ance of realities, and necessarily com- 
pel a belief in them. ‘Truly, it is he 
whom Christ calls the strong man, that 
‘is permitted to make these fulsifica- 
‘tions and representations, to try men 
‘in every way they can be tried, and 
\to prove what each one really is; and 
none but Christ himself can restrain 
his power in this and in every other 
work he is permitted to do. ‘There- 
fore men should flee unto the Lord 
alone for support and protection. For 
in this day, and especially under this 
trial, he will be a true sanctuary of 
protection to those who put their trust 
alone in him, and seek to do his will. 
And thus it is written, in reference to 
this period, Isa. viii. 18, 14; ‘“ Sanctt- 
fy the Lord of hosts himself; and let 
him be your fear, and let him be your 








dread. And he shall be for a sanctua- 
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ry.’ Again, Isa. xxxii. 17--19; * The 
work of righteousness shall be peace; 
and the effect of righteousness, quiet- | 
ness and assurance forever. And my. 
people shall dwell in a peaceable habi- 
tation, and in sure dwelling places, 
when it shall hail, coming down on the 
forest; and tne city { meaning ail hu- 
man strength} shall be low in a low 
place.”’ 
WHAT IS SIN. 

The Apostie tells us Romans, xiv. 
14,“ I know, and am persuaded by 
the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing 
unclean of itself: but to him that es-| 
teemeth any thing to be unclean, to. 
him it is unclean.”’ Again, 1 Cor. vi. 
12, ** All things are lawful for me, but 
all things are not expedient: all things, 
are lawful for me, but I will not be 
brought under the power of any.”’ And_| 
in Titus, 1. 15, he says: ‘* Unto the | 
pure all things are pure: but unto them 
that are defiled and unbelieving is no- 
thing pure.” 

It may be asked, What then is the 
standard by which the Lord will judge| 
men? The answer is made plain by 
the same Apostle himself. It is the 
motive and intention by which a man 
acts when he does a thing, that deter- 
mines his acceptance or condemnation 
in the sight of God. The rule laid 
down by the Apostle, is that whatsoever 
we do, we should do it unto the Lord: 
and as the Lord can only know who 
acts from this principle, the Apostle 
cautions us against judging another, 
because he does not act according to 
the dictates or requisitions of our con- 
science. ‘* Who art thou,’’ says the 
Apostle, “ that judgest another man’s 
servant? to his own master he standeth 
or falleth.”” If he acts conscientiously, 
and unto the Lord in what he does, 
the Apostle tells us, “ he shall be hold- 
en up: for God is able to make him 
stand.”” But this is a critical subject, 
and a man must take heed that he does 
not deceive himself. It is necessary 
that he should be ‘fully persuaded in 
his own mind” of the correctness of 
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what he does; ‘‘ for whatsoever is not 
of faith is sin.” Says the Apostle; 


|‘ lappy is he that condemneth not 


himself in that thing which he allow- 
eth.” 


In respect to observing days, &c. 
the Apostle tells us, some observeth 


| them unto the Lord, believing they 


were required to do so; while others 
from a belief that they ought not to 
observe them, out of conscience to- 
wards God, did not observe them.— 
Now, the Apostle plainly approves of 
what both did in such a case. There 
is, indeed, nothing so much wanting 
among mankind, as a conscientious ad- 
herence to what they believe to be right, 
and their duty. And whoever makes 
any other criterion a standard to de- 
termine a Christian, does so without 
any divine authority. Uprightness of 
intention is all—and if people would 
strive more for this, instead of striving 
about words and opinions to no profit, 
but to the subverting of those who hear 
them, it would be better for themselves 
and others, and also for the cause of 
Christianity. Great contenders for 
certain abstract opinions, never can 
have any true religion—for they ne- 
glect the weightier matters, which alone 
constitute religion, and are intent only 
on what is of little or no consequence. 
And here it may be observed, that 
the Lord in his wisdom sees proper, in 
general, to lay numerous and strong 
bands on the wicked; so that in respect 
to days, ceremonies, and many other 
things of no use in themselves, they are 
very much bound in their consciences, 
and condemned if they do not attend 
to them—while the substance of reli- 
gion they are ignorant of and neglect, 
and commonly they do mot care to 
know any thing about. ‘They have to 
be held by some restraints, and such 
as they are held by, are the only ones 
perhaps, that can reach their case, and 
may be better than none. T his seems 
to have been exemplified in respect 
to the Jews—they were not prepared, 
or worthy of any thing better than they 





had. ‘The Lord says, indeed, in Eze- 
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kiel, because they did not execute his 
judgments, but despised his statutes, 
‘‘and their eyes were afier their fa- 
ther’s idols; wherefore | gave them 


statutes that were not good, and judg- | 


ments whereby they should not live; 
and I polluted them in their own gilts.’ 

The Apostle tells us, * The law was 
added because of transgressions.’’ And 
again; “* The law entered, that the of- 
fence might abound.”? ‘The more law 
there is, the more transgression and 
condemnation there will be. Christ 
assures us, ‘l'o love the Lord with all 
the heart, and our neighbour as our- 
selves, is the whole of the law and the 


prophets, or embraces every thing ne- | 


cessiry to govern men’s conduct. Here 
is a brief and plain law: and how it 
liberates from the cart-loads of trash, 
under the name of law, statutes, ordi- 
nances, &c. civil and ecclesiastical, 
now existing, that no one can fathom 
or find out what is really meant, some 
having one opinion on the subject, and 
seme another, confusing and perplex- 
ing men, and leaving at last all in 
doubt and uncertainty. 

Aiming to do right according to the 
best knowledge we have, is all the 
Lord requires of any one; and whoever 
does this, is a better man, and more 
approved in the sight of God, than one 
who has all the knowledge and learn- 
ing in the world, but is wanting in such 
an intention. And aiming to do right 
is plain and easy to be understood, and 
is free and open and near to every 
man, without cost or expense. Hence 
there is written and handed down to 
us the following, to show us how plain 
and accessible the way to become 
right is to every individual. See Deu- 
teronomy, ehap. xxx. 

“The Lord will rejoice over thee 
for good, as he rejoiced over thy fa- 
thers; if thou turn unto the Lord thy 
God with all thine heart, and with all 
thy soul. For this commandment is 
not hidden from thee, neither is it far 
off. It is not in heaven, that thou 
shouldst say, Who shall go up for us to 
heaven, and bring it unto us, that we 
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| may hear it, and do it? Neither is it 
| beyond the sea, that thou shouldst say, 
Who shall go over the sea for us, and 
bring it unto us, that we may hear it, 
and do it?) But the word is very nigh 
'unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart, that thou mayest do it.”’ 
| It is plain and ready at hand for 
every man to aim to do right if he 
shall choose; and yet, as we see, man- 
kind will look about, and search, and 
co every where, sooner than come at 
once to this single and simple work of 
aiming to do right, which, as stated be- 
fore, is all and every thing that God 
requires of any one. Nothing more 
save a single eye, or a sincere inten- 
tion to do right is wanting, to bring 
about one great and universal change 
to whatever is good throughout the 
whole earth. How much trouble and 
perplexity, then, would men save them- 
selves from, if they would just come to 
this at once, since, if done, every thing 
else worth any thing, will follow of 
course—lor Christ has said, “If thine 
eye be single, thy whole body shall be 
full of light;’’ because this is itself the 
fulness of light, and is the true and 
only way we can become the children 
of light. We conclude with an ex- 
| tract from the chapter of Deuterono- 
‘my, out of which we have already 
| quoted, and which will apply to every 
‘one who reads that quotation and this 
“article. 

“1 call heaven and earth to record 
this day against you, that I have set be- 
fore you life and death, blessing and 
‘cursing: therefore, choose life, that 
both thou and thy seed may live: that 
thou mavest love the Lord thy God, 
and that thou mayest cleave unto him; 
(for he is ihy life and the length of thy 
days.)”’ 











STATE OF THE WICKED. 

In the epistle to Titus, chapter 1. 15, 
are these words:— Unto the pure all 
things are pure: but unto them that are 
defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; 
but even their mind and conscience 18 
defiled.’’ The mind of such persons 
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being contaminated with unholy views, , 
tempers, and desires, whatever they do, 
partakes of those views and principles; 
and besides they are in a great mea- 
sure inwardly convinced, that they are 
neither right nor act right—for this is 
what is meant by having a defiled con- 
science. ‘Therefore, to do any thing 
without being fully persuaded of the 
correctness of it, (see 1 Cor. viii. 7,)| 





| till all be fulfilled.” 


————=——=- 
is nothing pure’’—and also the decla- 


ration of Christ, ‘* The corrupt tree, 
cannot bring forth good fruit.” 





THE JUSTICE AND HOLINESS 
OF GOD. 

Christ has said—* one jot or one tit- 

tle shall in no wise pass from the law, 


. We must obey 
all its requirements or receive its pe- 





defiles the conscience, and if we regard 
the peace of our own minds, it should. 
above every thing be avoided. “What- 
soever is not of faith,’ says the Apos- 
tle, ‘“*is sin.”’ He, also, that does 
things, without being fully convinced 
of their correctness, is what the Apos- 
tle James calls ‘a double-minded 
man,”’ and he tells us he ** is unstable 
in all his ways.’ For no dependance 
can be placed on such a person, and 
he may do one thing to day, and an- 
other to-morrow, of quite an opposite 
character. Hence he acts with no 
consistency. 

Yet the Apostle Paul speaks of those 
that are defiled and unbelieving as pro- 
fessing to be the Lord’s people, and in 





nalty—else we must flee to Christ as to 
a cily of refuge, give up our life* unto 
lim and continue under his protection 
| without departing from him on any ac- 
count—for if we in any wise depart 
‘from him, we shall not be safe from 
the avenger of blood. \.et us remem- 
‘ber, in thus fleeing to Christ as to a 
city of refuge, we must flee from every 
thing in which we have taken delight 
and enjoyment while in our fallen state, 
_and take refuge alone in him, who will 
be our surety and protector, while we 
abide wholly under his protection, 
against the avenger of blood. But if 
‘we depart from abiding in him, and 
from doing all we do in, and unto him, 
'we cut ourselves off from his protec- 











the next verse, (Titus, i. 16,) says; 
“They profess that they know God; 


but in works they deny him, being |) 


abominable and disobedient [to the 
truth,] and unto every good work re- 
probate’’—or rather ‘* adulterate,’’ says 
a commentator, “like bad coin, defi- 
cient both in the weight and goodness 


‘tion, and the penalty of our demerits, 
even for things done wrong ignorantly, 
unwittingly, or unawares, can reach us, 
and we may fall by ‘the avenger of 
blood.” 

‘This is an important subject, and as 
true as itis important. And, oh! that 
every one might be induced to flee 





of the metal; and without the proper 
sterling stamp, and, consequently not 
current. If they do a good work, [out- 
wardly,] they do not do it in the spirit 
in which it should be performed.”’— 
There is too much of the alloy of self- 
ishness in the act to escape detection 
on a thorough scrutiny of the feelings 
and principles which led to the per- 
formance of it, and the thing done, 
whatever it may be, and however out- 
wardly good it may appear, Is only the 
counterfeit of a good act, or, In the 
language of the prophet, is but * re- 
probate [or adulterate] silver.” Hence 
the truth of the apostle’s words; “Unto 





with all speed unto Christ, and remain 
under his protection. For there are 
none who have not, through error or 
ignorance, unwittingly or at unawares, 
done enough that is wrong, to call 
forth the avenger of blood. For thus 
saith the law: * Cursed is every one 
that continueth not in al! things which 
are written in the book of the law to 
do them.” If any have never done any 
thing wrong, not even from ignorance 
or error, “unwittingly, or unawares,” 








* It is the Jife, or that which has hereto- 
fore constituted our principal happiness, 
offered up upon the altar, Christ Jesus, 
that makes an atonement for the soul. See 





them that are defiled and unbelieving, 





Leviticus, xvii. 11. 
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then he has no, occasion to flee unto 
Christ, astoa city of refuge for pro- 


tection and safety—as no avenger of 


blood will cause him to need his pro- 
tection. 


THE LIFE MAKES ATONE- 
MENT. 
“For the life of the flesh is in the blood: 
and I have given it to you upon the altar, 
to make an atonement for your souls: for 


it is the blood that maketh an atonement 
for the soul.”—Leviticus, xvii. 11. 


Atonement, means a full union or 
oneness; and there is no full union or 
oneness between God and us, till our 
life, or in other words, our happiness 
and enjoyment consist in doing the will 
of God, and having this more dear to 
us than father or mother, wife or child, 
or any thing to which the heart of man 
cleaves, or in which it places its affec- 
tions. When we come to this we are 
in a right state, and not till then—and 
there is then a union and oneness, which 
raises us from an earthly to a heaven- 
ly condition—as the Apostle speaks, 
making “ of twain one new man in 
Christ, [or a oneness in Christ,] so 
making peace.” 

The only altar under the Christian 
dispensation is Christ, who died for us; 
and on this Altar, our life, or every 
thing that is near and dear to us in our 
fallen state, must be offered up as a 
willing sacrifice to the Lord’s will, and 
‘to promote his glory, else we cannot be 
one with Christ, and obtain reconcilia- 
tion and peace with God. As long as 
we keep from doing this, we shall be 
under condemnation, and be miserable 
and unhappy—by doing it we renounce 
nothing that can promote our real be- 
nefit or happiness. 





THE REST TO THE PEOPLE 
OF GOD. 


** There remaineth, therefore, a rest to 
the people of God.” —Hebrews, iv. 9. 


The rest here spoken of, is that rest 
of which the seventh day or Sabbath 
was a type. For Sabbath, means 
rest, and the literal outward Sabbath, 








acts it may put forth. 








typified or shadowed forth that true 
and substantial Sabbath or rest, to be 
enjoved by the people of God in the 
fulness of tine, or in the Jinishing of 
the mystery of God. The Apostle tells 
us, he that has entered into this rest, 
“hath ceased from his own works.” 
And the command in the law in re. 
spect to the Sabbath, Exodus, xvi. 29, 
was, for every man to abide in hig 
place, and for no man to go out of his 
place on the Sabbath day. When any 
one, therefore, enters into the rest ty- 
pified by the Sabbath, his nature that 
now is, ceases to act; it abides in its 
place, and does not go out of its place 
to work and do in its own will, nature, 
and principles any more. And, indeed, 
the old man, or the old fallen nature, 
which has been in man all along since 
the fall, now for the first time becomes 
dead, and works no more, but reéis 
from all his works, and the new man, 
which after God is created in righte- 
ousness and true holiness, does all, and 
consequently only does such acts as 
are suitable to its nature, and hence 
are approved of God, being righteous 
and holy. 

Man will continue to work and do, 
for and unto himself, till he comes into 
this rest. For the fallen nature of man 
can act from no higher principle than 
self, whatever it may do, or whatever 
Therefore, the 
Apostle informs us what constitutes 
the true Sabbath, or rest to the people 
of God, viz. ceasing from our own 
works, or from the working, willing 
and doing of our own falien nature, 
which works no more, moves not out 
of its place, kindles no more of its 
fires, nor begets any more of its own 
offspring after entering into this rest, 
but God works all, and then there 18 
nothing but a oneness among all those 
who have come into this condition, and 
consequently there is peace. For what- 
ever is brought forth or produced after 
entering into this rest, is the offspring 
and work of God, and will glorify God. 

We have stated, that those who en- 
ter into this rest, will kindle no more 
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fires of their fallen nature and wis- 
dom, as is done at this day. For in 
the commands respecting the Sabbath 
day, Exodus, xxxv. 3, it is said: * Ye 
shall kindle no fire throughout your 
habitations upon the Sabbath day.”’— 
Witness the fires of contention, zeal, 
bitterness, and strife, which are now 
kindled up in society, by the different 
schemes, systems, and inventions of 
men, to promote their own interest, 
and exalt and immortalize themselves. 
But those who enter into the rest spo- 
ken of by the Apostle, will cease from 
their own works in all these things, 
and invent no systems, plans, or 
schemes of their own, to benefit them- 
selves, and add to their renown, by the 





excitement and zeal they can stir up 
in thetr behalf—walking as so many do 
in this day, in the light, wisdom, and 
policy of such devised systems, plans, 
and schemes, and turning to their own 
account and aggrandizement, those 
sectarian feelings of zeal and passion 
they have excited in mankind towards 
their invented systems, plans, and 
schemes—like those mentioned in Isa. 
chapter |. 11, of whom the prophet 
thus speaks: —“ Behold, all ye that kin- 
dle a fire, that compass yourselves 
about with sparks; walk in the light of 
your fire, and in the sparks that ye. 
have kindled. This shall ye have of 
mine hand, ye shall lie down in sor- 
row.’ Asif it were said:—* Behold, 
all ye that kindle a fire, by setting up 
some new system or invention of your 











own in matters of religion, that com- 
pass yourselves about with sparks of 
human excitement in behalf of such 
system or invention through superior 
art and cunning; walk in the light, 
wisdom, and policy of your fire, sys- 
tem, or invention, and in the sparks of 
human excitement ye have kindled in 
your fellow mortals, and see how it 
will terminate with you in the end.— 
This shall ye have of mine hand, ye 
shall lie down in sorrow; for your 
schemes shall all fail, your policy be 
without success, and your sect be de- 








stroyed.”’ 


We see that this now begins to be 
the case with all those who invent and 
plan any new schemes or systems of 
religion, to bring about certain ends or 
purposes of their own. ‘They no longer 
prosper or succeed for any length of 
time, but all is soon blasted and de- 
feated, bringing upon their inventors 
and projectors, however wise and pru- 
dent in the wisdom of this world, dis- 
appointment, mortification and sorrow. 
And this will continue to be the case 
more and more froin this time forward; 
for the Lord will cause it to be so, to 
convince men that nothing can succeed 
or prosper any longer to any extent, 
which is not founded in his own coun- 
sel, wisdom, and power; as it is writ- 
ten, 1 Samuel, ii. 9, “ For by strength 
shall no man _ prevail:’’ and also, 
Psalms, cxlvii. 10, 11, ** The Lord de- 
lighteth not in the strength of the 
horse; he taketh not pleasure in the 
legs of a man. The Lord taketh plea- 
sure in them that fear him, in those 
that hope in his mercy.” Neither 
strength nor swiftness, human power, 
nor human activity, nor yet human 
wisdom and device are of much ac- 
count in this day. The Lord only can 
give prosperity and success, and he 
only can counsel and direct aright, and 
teach man to profit; as it is said, Isa- 
iah, xlvili. 17, “I am the Lord thy 
God which teacheth thee to profit, 
which leadeth thee by the way that 
thou shouldst go.”’ 

And not only will no more sects be 
raised up, but those already in exist- 
ence are near to be destroyed. For 
their bed on which they think to find 
repose and comfort, “is shorter than 
that a man can stretch himself on it; 
and the covering narrower than that 
he can wrap himself in it.” And so it 
will prove to be, when “ the Lord shall 
rise up as in mount Perazim, [which 
means breaches or divisions,] to do his 
work, his strange work; and bring to 

ass his act, his strange act.” Witness 
the following also, Isaiah, xxxili. 23, in 
reference to this time. ‘Thy tack- 


| lings are loosed; they could not well 
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strengthen their mast, they could not 
spread the sail: then is the prey of a 
great spoil divided: the lame take the 
prey.” 

The benefit that will arise from the 
breakings or divisions, now taking 
place, and from the strange work and 
strange act of the Lord now begun, as 
unpleasant as the work and act may 
be to many, is set forth in the next 


verse as follows:—* And the inhabi- 


tants shall not say, I am sick: the peo- 
ple that dwell therein shall be forgiven 


their iniquity; that is, when their 
trials, afflictions, and calamities have 
humbled them, and brought them to 
repentance and submission, the Lord 
will forgive all their offences, and cure 
all the maladies and evils that now af- 
flict and distress mankind. 





THE LORD’S SUPPER. 

The Lord’s supper, means a partak- 
ing of those gifts, blessings, bounties, 
and favours of the Lord, whereby we 
‘grow up into him in all things, who ts 
the head, even Christ.” This is the 
only Lord's supper that is of any bene- 
fit to mankind in this day, and the par- 
taking of which is meat, indeed, and 


. . . . i} 
drink, indeed, to the nourishing and 


reviving of the soul in whatever is 
right and good. But the Apostle, in 
writing to the Corinthians, says, chap- 
ter xi. 20, ‘* When ye come together, 


therefore into one place, this is not to || 


eat the Lord’s supper. [Each one 
wishing to have his own way, feed on 
his own supper, having nothing accom- 


modatory in respect to others.] For in- 


eating every one taketh before other 
his own supper: and one is hungry, 
and another is drunken.” The eating, 


or partaking here alluded to, was not. 
partaking of what is now called the 


eucharist, nor was it partaking of what, 


in the antitype, could be called the’ 


Lord’s supper, by reason of the irregu- 
lar and improper way in which they 
conducted themselves on the occasion 
—but it very properly and fitly repre- 
sents, in the antitype, that very irregu- 
lar, unbecoming, and _ reprehensible 











Set 


conduct, now constantly exhibited 
among even the better portion of man- 
kind, whenever they meet together or 
come into each other's society to con- 
verse on subjects of a religious or spi- 
ritual nature. Each one is eager and 
anxious to take his own supper, or 
that which is as food for himself, and 
indulge himself in speaking and talk- 
ing of what he knows, sees, and un- 
derstands in religious and spiritual 
things, and to tell of his deeds, actions, 
&c. till he is filled and drunken with 
his own talk, and in speaking of his 
own knowledge, gifts, and attainments 
'—while others are hungry for an op- 
portunity to speak and say what they 
know and have done, and are shamed 
by a comparison of the little they have 
said and spoken, with the abundance 
said, spoken, and set forth by others of 
a more ready utterance, more showy 
vifts, and more disposed and better 
able perhaps to lead in conversation. 
| ‘This isa very wrong, unbecoming, 
and ungenerous practice in this day, 
and it is very hard to be corrected 
(the writer himself finds it to be so) on 
account of its almost universal preva- 
lency. It causes the coming or meet- 
ing together of very good people and 
| sincere friends, in a social capacity, to 
be unprofitable, and is often very un- 
satisfactory to some of the persons 
| present. ‘Shall I praise you in this?” 
says the Apostle. He adds, “I praise 
you not.” For such conduct towards 
those who have perhaps less splendid 
jor abundant gifis and knowledge,— 
though no less useful and profitable, is 
very unbecoming and ungenerous—be- 
cause it is taking advantage of their 
| backwardness and unobtrusive dispost- 
tion, and despising their small but 
wholesome portion of knowledge, ex- 
| perience, and information. *¢ What!” 
| says the Apostle, ‘ have ye not houses 
to eat and drink in?” or minds and 
hearts of your own, in which to feed 
and meditate on what you know and 
understand; ‘or despise ye the church 
of God’ in its less gifted members, 
(who are the Lord’s people as well as 
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yourselves,) ‘*and shame them that | 
have not’’such luminous gifts in know- | 
ledge and understanding as yourselves, | 
and are, perhaps, less capable of com-. 
municating unto others what they do 
know. ‘ Wherefore, my brethren,” 
savs the Apostle, “ when ye come to- 












gether to eat, tarry one for another.” 
“For,” says the same Apostle, in 
speaking of different gifts, * ye may all 
prophesy one by one, that all may 
learn, and all may be comforted.” “If 
any thing be revealed to another that 
sitteth by, let the first,’’ adds the Apos- 
tle, “hold his peace—for God is not 



















in the antitype, of what took place in 
the literal in the Apostle’s time. Nor 
is there scarcely a narrative or cir- 
cumstance given in the Scriptures, but. 
has a typical import, and is a figure of 









ing in its antitype. What is said of a 
woman, prophesying with her he 


covered, is of this nature. 








many of these things at present, as 
God is above to teach them unto men 
himself, in the finishing of the mystery 
of all that has been said or written un- 
der the inspiration of his Spirit. Be- 
sides, these things are yet to none as 
clear and distinct as they will be here- 
after. 












DIVINE ASSISTANCE. 

The Apostle tells us, “‘ We know not 
what we should pray for as we ought,” 
since we desire many things that would be 
exceedingly injurious and hurtful to us 
were they granted to us. _ Therefore he 
informs us, that **the Spirit helpeth our 
infirmities;” yea, that ‘the Spirit itself 
maketh intercession for us.” And the 
Lord will always regard the intercession 
of his own Spirit, because, says the Apos- 
tle, “‘he maketh intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God.” W hat con- 
descension is this to man in his now low 
and fallen condition! Well may we exclaim 
with the Psalmist: ‘What is man that 
thou art mindful of him? and the son of 
man, that thou visitest him?” Says a com- 
mentator:—* The Spirit of God makes in- 






















| 


a more important and substantial mean- | 


to be understood in the antitype, of|| 





the author of confusion, but of peace.” || 
The foregoing seems the meaning, | 


ad un- 

| 
It would | 
be useless to attempt to give what is 


tefcession for the saints; not directly, but 
by directing and qualifying their supplica- 
tions in a proper manner, by his agency 
and influence upon their hearts, which is 





| the peculiar office of the Holy Spirit. And 
| thus the prayers offered up, and the de- 


sires which subsist in the ‘ groanings which 
cannot be uttered,’ mentioned by the Apos- 
tle, are all such as are pleasing in the 
sight of God. So that God, whose is the 
Spirit, and who is acquainted with the 
mind of the Spirit, knows what he means 
when he leads the saints to express them- 
selves in words, desires, groans, sighs, or 
tears: in each God reads the language of 
the Holy Ghost; and prepares the answer 
according to the request.” 





IMPORTANT PROMISE. 


** Because thou has kept the words of 
my patience, I also will keep thee from 
the hour of temptation, which shall come 
upon all the world, to try them that dwell 
upon the earth.”— Revelation iii. 10. This 
promise must afford much satisfaction to 
those who have already endured trials and 
affiictions, and have endeavoured to be 
faithful and patient underthem. For great- 
er and more severe trials than any which 
have yet been, are coming on the earth, 
and will be continued till all have their 
portion, and by them are either made 
right or destroyed. . 

** Because thou hast kept the words of 
my patience, I also will keep thee.” In 
the present state of things, and more es- 
pecially in the times which are coming, 
unless the Lord keep us from trials we 
shall be sure to have them again and 
again. And who is able to endure trials 
aright, or keep from being destroyed by 
them, unless strengthened and supported 
by an Almighty arm? Says one—‘‘ Those 
who are faithful to the grace of God, are 





often hidden from trials and difficulties, 
which fall without mitigation on those who 
have been unfaithful.” 

We should, therefore, endeavour to be 
faithful to the grace that has been given 
to us, and be careful always to act with 
integrity of heart and uprightness of in- 
‘tention in all we do, (and particularly in 
‘times of trial,) if we would be kept from 
subsequent and greater trials, or be sup- 
ported and preserved under them, should 
they be permitted to come. Because 
Abimelech acted in the integrity of his 
heart, the Lord, we are told, withhe d him 
from sinning against him—and such is our 
nature, and such are the temptations now 
in the world, unless the Lord withhold us 








from sinning, we cannot expect to escape 
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sin of some kind. How encouraging then 
is it to be truly sincere, to know, that the 
Lord can, consistently with his attributes 
and the relation in which we stand to- 
wards him, keep us from sin when we act 


in the integrity of our heart and with up-| 


rightness of intention. 





THE CUP OF SUFFERING. 


[The extract given below, was written 
some years ago. It is already beginning 
to have its fulfilment in individual cases, 
and will be fulfilled in the case of others 
hereafter. For the following declaration 
made to Jeremiah respecting the cup of 
calamity, trouble, and suffering to be 
given to all nations, will receive a more 
strict fulfilment in this day than it has ever 
received before—‘ Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts; Drink ye. And it shall be, if they 
refuse to take the cup to drink, then shalt 
thou say unto them, Thus saith the Lord 
of hosts, Ye shall certainly drink.” We 
proceed to the extract alluded to. ] 


** What my heavenly Father hath deter-| 


mined for men to do, no man can hinder: 
O that patience might be abode in by all 


that know his name, and his will submit- 
ted unto by them that he hath called. O+ 


be still, strive not, but drink the cup 
which our Father suffereth to be given; 
I know it will be bitter to some; but who- 


soever striveth against it shall come to loss | 


and shame: for the Lord will try his peo- 


ple, till it be fully and clearly manifested | 
This. 


who are the approved in his sight. 
he will certainly do; for the day hastens, 
and cometh swiftly, that a storm will arise; 
and vain will it be to fly to the tall cedars 


and strong oaks for shelter; for nothing | 
but the name of the Lord can preserve in 





that day.” 
THE PRESENT TIME. 


The Lord is about, yea, he has.already 
begun to visit men in these latter days.— 
His work and act will be strange, and many 
will be deeply tried. But those who put 
their trust in the Lord alone, and seek to 
do his will, will be preserved through all, 
and *‘not a hair of their head shall perish,” 
though often they may be ready to think 
they cannot survive under the trials they 
will be called to pass through. We must 
endeavour to ‘‘let patience have her per- 
fect work;” but the difficulty to do this, 
in some cases, will be very great. God is 
the only rock on which men can now trust 
if they would be safe in this day of trial, 
and time of evil. He that caused the bush 
to burn without being consumed, saved 
the three children cast into the fiery fur- 


eth 


lions, has all power, and nothing is impos- 
|sible unto him—and in Him only can any 

now trust for protection and safety. Events 
ere long, will convince many of this truth. 





CONSIDER THIS, 

Those who act strictly honest and just 
in this day, in matters either political or 
religious, will be sustained and kept by an 
“unseen hand, though they may pass through 
some very great trials, all of which, how- 
ever, will be made to work together for 
their good. Buta Christian has nothing to 
_do with politics, if he did but know it—for 
Christ’s kingdom is not of this world, and 
all the governments now in the world are, 
for the most part, founded in worldly prin- 
ciples, and are kept up and maintained 
by human policy, and by measures and 
acts contrary to the spirit and precepts of 
Jesus Christ. Hence they will all come 
to an end and cease, when Christ shall es- 
tablish his kingdom on the earth, and there 
will then be but one king and one ruler, 
to whom every individual for himself must 
yield homage and obedience, and be 
amenable to him alone for every transgres- 
sion of his requirements or disregard of 
his commands. 
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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 

Some persons of late are discussing the 
subject of capital punishment, or that of 
taking away human life for acts done. It 
is a singular circumstance that any living 
under the light and precepts of the New 
| Testament, should ever deem it right to 
deprive a human being of life. Not to 
mention that the precepts of Christ are 
against every thing approaching towards 
such an exercise of severity from man 
towards his fellow man, how inconsistent, 
and how it looks, to see one sinner (for 
none but such wiil have any thing to do 
in the case) punishing with such severity 
and cruelty another sinner, when he him- 
self stands in so much need of mercy and 
forgiveness. If the same measure be meted 
to him which he metes out to another, (and 
that it will, is as certain as his own exist- 
ence) how will it fare with him in the day 
of reckoning? What a responsibility or 
rather hazard, then, do those place them- 
selves under, who engage in the work o 
punishing others! 
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nace, and protected Daniel in the den of 





\| the commencement of the work. 











